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‘What’s Inside
by Evy Berman

Just in time for the next guild meeting, this
issue comes to you full of useful information,
important news, and really neat stuff!

Page 2: Atlanta-Southeastern guild news,
What's the Buzz, and Minutes from the
Meeting.

Page 3: Puppeteers of America information.

Page 4: Guest author Lee Bryan, That Pup-
pet Guy.

Page 5: Susan Suggests, The Literary Pup-
pet.

Page 6: Guild logo contest, and a recipe.
Page 7: Webmaster Chuck, Guild Officers.

‘Thanks to everyone who contributed to this
edition of the newsletter. Remember, T can't
do it alone, so please send articles to me at
home or at echerman@bellsouth.net. If
you're stuck for an idea, call me, or just let
me know what you've been doing lately for
the Buzz. And feel free to send pictures, too!
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Meeting Information |

The next meeting will be full of useful information and voting
opportunities. Be sure to attend!

= Sunday, September 10, 2000; 4-7 pm; at the home of
Mary Hook, 2108 Meadoweliff Dr., Atlanta 30345

(404) 315-8855

Directions: From intown, go north on 85. Get off at
Clairmont Rd and take a right. Go one block to Briarcliff Rd
and take a left. Go through two lights, Fisher and Chrysler.
After Chrysler, watch for Abby Lane on your left.

There's a sign for Meadoweliff subdivision. Take a left on
Abby. It will fork—-Go left! Do not go right! Stay on Abby, do
not go right up Marann. Take Meadowecliff, the 1st street that
goes left off Abby. House is a brick house on a hill with a
white railing around the front porch. Second house on the
left.

Next meeting:
= Sunday November 12, 2000; 4-7 pm; at the home of
Lee Bryan

As usual, all meetings are potluck socials. Thanks to all guild
bers who have vol d to host i Please
contact Betsy Berns Stark if you are interested in hosting a

meeting next year.
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4 Mailing List Needs Updating

4 If you are a member of the Puppeteers of America, you are entitled to receive the Southeast Regional newsletter,
¢ “What's Up?” If you have not been receiving your newsletter, please let editor Reay Kaplan know!
e. reaypuppet@yahoo.com, (770) 414-0665.
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Our last meeting took place on June
11, 2000 at the home of Reay

Kaplan. A total of 12 members =
attended. After a wonderful potluck
social, members shared their latest
news. Highlights of what is going

7 on with current members can be read about in

O What's the Buzz on this page.

Members then discussed changing our guild name
from Atlanta-Southeast Puppetry Guild to
Atlanta Puppetry Guild. After the pros and cons
were weighed, Lee Bryan made an official motion
to change the guild name. The motion was
seconded by Reay Kaplan. It passed with a
unanimous vote, so at 6:08 pm on Sunday, June
11, 2000, the guild name was officially changed
to Atlanta Puppetry Guild.

To reflect the new guild name, we now need a

new guild loge. All members are invited to

design a new logo and submit it for woting. C
Please see related article on page & for more
details. The vote will take place at the
September 10 meeting.

Finally, Tim Koeller is in charge of our guild
roster, and he has been adding e-mail addresses
to it. If you have e-mail, please send the ad-
dress to Tim at tkoeller@worldnet.att.net. And
don’t forget to pay you dues if you haven't!

Guild Needs new
President

As some of you may already know, our
president, Susan Kinney, was elected
Director of the Southeast Region. Since
Susan will be extremely busy fulfilling her
new duties, current Atlanta Puppetry
Guild vice-president, Betsy Stark, will be
taking over as interim president until we
can have a new vote at the November
guild meeting.

Please let Betsy know if you are interested
in running for President. Candidates
should realize that, as president, they will
need to go to a leadership retreat if at all
possible once a year, which is partially
funded by the Guild treasury. The presi-
dent also is expected to preside over the
meetings or ask the VP to do so in their
absence. An annual report is made to the
Puppeteers of America too.

If you have questions about running for
office, please contact Susan Kinney or Al-
ice Rhodes.

Wlmt’s the Buzz"

% The Piccadilly Puppets have been busy this summer with shows in a variety of places including many Fulton
County Recreation Centers. They have also just received notification of a grant from Dekalb Council for the Arts to

help finance the cost of producing a new show.

# Gail McKay is developing two new shows: “The Royal Fami stories of princesses, kings, and queens, and a
multi-cultural show, “Small World Stories” with Chinese, Norwegian, and Native American folk tales.

7 Susan Kinney has been elected the new Southeast Regional Guild President. Congratulations, Susan!!

% Walter Stark is building a giant lion for the Theatrical Outfit production of “The Lion, the Witch, and the Ward-
robe.” The production will take place in September.

*Reay Kaplan will be perfnrming in two upcoming shows at the Center for Puppetry Arts, “The Velveteen Rab-
t” and “Rumplestiltskin.” Reay, along with puppet partner Evy Berman, is pleased to announce the new website
< for Curious Moon Puppet Theatre at www.curiousmoon.com.

< % Evy Berman will be training in New York in September for the new Atlanta chapter of The Big Apple Circus
Cluwn Care Unit. This is an arm of the circus that sends specially trained performers into children's hospitals.
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% Region Elects new Director . Join the P of A!
A

' 1f you are a member of the Atlanta Puppetry Guild,
but not of the Puppeteers of America, Inc. (the

[] national guild which charters our local guild), then
you don't know what you're missing! To find out
about the many benefits of membership, go to
www.puppeteers.org. You can even get a
membership form online, or you can contact:

Our very own Susan Kinney has been elected as
the new Southeast Region Director, filling the
spot vacated by former president Peter
Effaldana. The vote took place at the Southeast
regional puppetry festival in Fort Lauderdale, F1.

Susan will not continue as Atlanta Puppetry
Guild President, and vice-president Betsy Berns
Stark will act as interim president until a new
vote is held at the November meeting.

' The Puppeteers of America, Inc.,
Joyce & Chuck Berty,

[] PO BOX 20417, Parma, OH, 44129-0417
PofAjoin@aol.com PH: 888 568-6235
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Board of Trustees Election Questioned

« Some of you may have heard that there has been some question as to the validity of the recent PofA Board of

. Trustees Election, as some of the ballots were not received in the mail. The following is from a letter by PofA
« president Steve Abrams. Complete details on the election will be available in the next edition of “Playboard:”

i

()

The leadership of Puppeteers of America has devoted an enormous amount of ime and thought to this
particular election question. Phone calls and emails have included discussions with well respected, neutral
members who are not officers and not immediately involved in the election.

()

ltwould be a serious breach of democratic rights for a board to throw out the results of an election. If the
results of this election can be set aside, for whatever reason, then any board could set aside the results of
any election.

()
To invalidate an election, and hold a new one, would also seriously impair the day to day functions of The
Puppeteers of America, Inc.

The experience of this election has made it clear that our Code of Regulations and our Procedures about
elections should be reexamined. A commities is being formed to recommend changes. Proposed changes
will be voted on by the membership.
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utheast Regional Puppetry Festival a Hit!
From all reports, the Southeast Regional Puppetry Festival, which was held in Fort Lauderdale, Fl from
June 22-25, was a huge success, Local PofA members Lee Bryan and Akbar Imhotep both performed
shows which were very well received. Member Reay Kaplan reports that an overhead shadow puppet

) workshop given by Lisa Sturz was one of the best she's ever attended. And Susan Kinney and Reay Kap-
lan put together a fabulous exhibit on world puppetry, which will be exhibited at the Museum of Fine
Arts in Fort Lauderdale through mid September. For more reactions on the festival, articles, and pictures
check out the next southeast regional newsletter, which will be in your mailbox soon.
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